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We provide an extensive one and two year postgraduate programme of practical taught classes 
supported by lectures, seminars and theoretical debate.  

It is recognised both within the art world and in tertiary educa-
tion that the teaching of drawing from observation is under 
threat for a complexity of reasons.  We are not so much seeking 
to reverse the trend as to widen the choice for today’s students, to 
give them an experience of drawing teaching at the highest level, 
and to provide encouragement if they choose to work figuratively 
or from observation.  

We are a completely independent, non-profit art school which 
aims to raise the standard and profile of drawing through teach-
ing and practice.  We are the only institution in the UK commit-
ted to the practice of drawing from observation, with dedicated 
life studios, open six days and four evenings a week, offering a 
range of courses for all ages.     

Our postgraduate programme, “The Drawing Year”,   is an MA 
level course with a postgraduate diploma certificate that extends 
over one academic year. It offers thirty students the opportunity 
to explore a wide range of drawing practices. Bursary funded 
with free studio space in the Tea Building and ten further main-
tenance grants, students are also assessed by an Independent 
Board. The second year, which requires re-application, is de-
signed to allow students to develop their personal studio prac-
tice in whatever medium they choose. 
 
Applicants will usually have  completed a BA degree in Fine Art 
or a related subject, but this is not essential.  Applicants fill out a 
form, submit a portfolio of work and should be prepared to be  
interviewed if short listed.  The application deadline is usually in 
April.   

Every single tutor has integrity and absolute commitment to 
rekindling creative values which seem to have been lost else-
where.”    

“This school is unique— informal but with extremely high 
standards, a special and beautiful place.”  
    

Why are we needed? How  does it work?  

How are we different? 




